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TERRIBLE EXPLOSIO}
AT BRAYBROOK.

A NITRO-GLYCERINE PACTORY |
WRECKED. '

ONE MAN KILLED. |
7. s |
| MIRACULOUS ESCAPES |

Fallowing closely wpon the recent disas-
trota explosion at the Victoria Military
Harrucks, and while the terribly fatal ex-
phosion at the Colonia) Ammuenition Com-
patiy’s works s atill fresh in the public
mind, comes the third of the series Yes- |
terday af an o ! d at
the works of the Australinn Explosives and |
Chemirals Company, sitoated st Desr-park,
in the hire of Hraybrook, shout seven |
miles from Footscray. The catasirophe oc-
eurred in  small isolated wooden huiHinl.!
in which one man, John O'Bhannsmmy, was |
oooupied in the operntion of washing the
manulsetured pitroglycerine in order to |
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Old Kitro-glyoarine
House whare explavion
of 1060 took plane
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THE EXPLOSHON.:

At aboal 10 minutes past ), when the 70
men who were employed in the wagipws de-
partments of the fuctory had just pesumed
work, o terrific report vent the afr, apd n

deumsion occurred - ' Which

By

PLAN OF THEN WOREKS ARIA.

: BAYILE  PEriOrTed 1A TUDCTON, WEN D9
elear it from acid. (VShannasay had taken 2 ]
S o o 12 My b et e T
for analywis earlier in the day, snd had re- a0t Tooled with frum, The walls insidu|
turned to the washing-house sfter l.h_e miid- wer:m with a sheathing of  ntd
el b e e e e L ' ko 1y
cause, the tanks, containing 18061b, weight m;t‘“‘.htz:m“""' p in ¢ ’i
of nitroglycerine which ho was trealing, o4 i, fooe teid of “’l 'I ;"”" ‘I |
exploded, the building was scaltered to the 4 with roir matting. The ol
winde, and the unfortunate oveapant wiw o 0 Yead tanks, hi "'. k.|

Howells, the chief chemist, was set on fire,
bt o hose was run ont, men with buckets
jent rendy help, und before the Footscray
Fire Brignde could cover the seven milen
{hat meparite Foolsersy from the fastory
all dinger of & conflagration was over. But
the roar of the explosion had been heard in
Footserny, and anxious women whose hus-
bands wers empluyed st the factory started
ta trudge out slong the desolate trwck, get-
ting & life out in some of the cabathut begun
to appesr by magic along the road. At the

factory the bell was rung, the men weore
quiekly mustered, and jt was discovered that
the only man who failed to nnewer to his
nime wes the hapless ('Shannsmsy. Then
n wenrch porty weot out, and the mangled
remaimn were collected and  placed  reve-
rently in a deal box. When that mournfil
work was accomplished the men bhad time
to took round and fully take in the nature

abmolutely Hlown to piecos. Beveral other ft, wide, and 8ft, deep. Those | ' of the dsmuge. Mr. T. Tolley Jomes, the
buildings where operations were bring oar- ﬁ walidw:ml .'.tur by pipes, and hi | peneral manager ﬂfﬂsrumpln!h.'llﬂﬂ the
circular | .

rivd on were wreeked, and one of them the bottam of each tank was &

took lire, but the fumes were quickly ex-

vinguished. A man named Frank Linnell mfmlﬁd 'I l::' ﬂ‘:::i‘:"'m
waa injured in the srm throogh a beam fall-| in the ndjacent engine-house,

ing on bim, and others received » fow method ndopted was to fill the tonlks hall-
weratehes, but with these few exceptions the full of water, and then pour in the Bitro-
hands working at the fuctory escaped most glycerine. ’i‘h setion of the tompressed
miraculously. Mr. Hughes, who acls ua ale ﬂiw the liquid In wuch & way that
deputy for Mr, U, N, lhlti:. the iuwdtur the neid became detached from the nitrs.
ol dosives, Visited Lhe scemo  durs wirr
B e R i s et sy sog: ity o S
rary absence of Me, Hake from the
eolony, and Detectives Macmansmny ami
Whitney were alu despatehed to make in-
quiries, but mothing was discovered which
could throw the slightest light upon the

¢

wpot, and by his divections everything was
Jeft intact and in charge of the palice,
pothing being done except (o stay some
beums which had been lovsened by the con-
cusuion, and were threatening to fall. o
walk round the groand enabind one to form
o good llea of the violence of the explo-
wion, The walls of the engine-house, in
which the machinery wawe aiill slowly
moving, had felt the full foree of the s
displacement that followed wpon the ex-
plosion, and had been fairly demolished,
leaving the machinery expo w view., In
the mixinghouse the damage was equally

ent, mnd it i dinary that w con-

camse of the explosion, The deceased,
(FBhannassy, had the repatation of being &
most careful man, and he had been in the
wmploy of the company for the past 30
yomrs. |

THE OPERATION THAT WAS IN
FROGRESS,

house which wns desiroyed yestenday
stood at the rear of ithe engine-
houss, sboul equi-distant from that
sructure and  the  mixinghosse.  In'
e mixing-h the nitroglycerine was ¥
prepared, and was then taken to the wash- |@iortl midday apell for dinmer, snd
ing-house to be freed from the noid which, | Wi sever st alive again,

having performed its  function, was no THE EXPLOSION.

longer necessary. The washing-house was o '| At aboat 10 minutes past 1, when the 70
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vuasion which shook down heavy beams in
all directions did not ales explode the nitr-
glyeerine, which was wiocked there rogdy
for washing, Mt the chiel effects were
vimibile where the washing-house bad been
standing just before, The foreo of the ex-
plosive exerting itsell equally in al} d ree-
tioms, but meking itself most manifest, an
might be expected, along the Lne of least
resintance, had excuvated o huge cireular pit
n the enrth, and had littered the ground
for hundreds of yards all round with frag-
ments of splintered wood and with twisted
and half-molten sheets of lemd. The iron
voof had vanished, aod was represented only
by a few frogments of blackensd meta)
while bita of lead halfburied amid pilea
of debrin nnd clods of earth were all that
vemained of the tanks in which the dendly
compound had been washed, Reyond the
fonce that skirted the mixing-house the
senrchers found the remaine of the man who

T had me: such an appallingly sudden death,

und close by they picked up the soles—to
which a portion of the uppers still clung—

of the boots, which, by a eruel irony, he

had warn to swenrs hia anfabe
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of the boots, which, by » eroel irony, he
had worn 1o moeure hiv safety,

Every building within the cecupisd ares
showed evidences of the foree of the ex-
plosion.  Not 0 window reviiined in the
Tanig, low ved briek building, in which the
acids were manufactured, and in the mans-
ger'a office, more than a hundred vanls
awny, a heavy iron safe had been lifted
From its place and dushed upon the Hoor,

IN THE LABORATORY,

In Mr. Giefls laboratory, separnted from
the sorie of the explosion by a wide inter
val, anel wheltered by the substantin] harrisr
of the ncid-house, from the inltial force of
the mir displacoment, the rain woe no less
abvious, Test tubes and glass pluiale had
fallen fram the shelves in nl} directions, nnd
the floor waa littered with the broken glass,
Valuable instraments were destroved, and
n benutiful pair of sceles in n linge glass
case were ruined, drenched with the con-
tente of a jar of muilphuric neil.  On the
tahle was on intereating exhibir, Tt was
the sample brought by the unfortanate

nnassy to be tesied, just before he
met his death. Tt conuisted of shout a
wineglisaful of u yellow liquid, hardly
diatinguishuble in sppearance from malnd
oil, aml ns Mr, Geff lified the phial which
contained the stnfl and Jooked at it
oritioally, be remarked that thers waa
enough to blow the laboratory to mateh.
wood, In wearching abowt for wome
dlie do the mystery of the ewplosion,
qnn learnt from Mr. Gefl that the ordinary

prescribed by the regulstione. [t was not
possible that a piece of the iron roof
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prescribed by the regulations. 1L Was nou
possible that m piece of the iron roof
have dropped into ome of the tanks, and
w exploded the componnd, because thie rool
wan sheathed with wood, amd no  other
metal, except copper or lead, wom used in |
the comstruction of the house. A pres-
sure of hall a fool-pound might be J*ﬂ'
dard test for exploding witro-gly |
but, as & matfer of fsct, it was very
“ehancey” stufl. He would not sy posi-
tively that if some of it "I‘T.ndmh.& ..:1
n considerable height upon the
wauld met explode, It might be 'del
that such & vesult would bappem, if, for
instanee, the operator, when holding a
phial full of the compound in his haod,
were to alip and fall violently upon the Jowd
floor.  But the floor was covered with
i ing in order to prevent the possi-
g 1t would be impoasible,
in lis opinion, for the staff (o explode by
being poured either into o glise phial or &
rubber bucket,
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