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FOUND DROWNED

e —
At the Fuolseray Court House on Toes
day mao inguest was held by Mr G O
Marrison, Distriet Corover, and & jury,
wouching the death of sn old man naned
Thog, (' Rourke, who was reported mis-
sing sincs the 21st of May.

Hobert Lawson Yewers, butcher,
Nicholson street, Footseray, stated that
lis had known decessed for about 7
years. Saw the body that morning, snd
beosified it na that of Thos ' Rourke,
He was carstaker of & farm at Hu.jr-
brook belonging to witnest. It wan
wbout four miles from Footsorsy, and
decaused lived alooe on the (wrm, Last
aaw decsased when ba called st wit-
nessn shop, when he wan perfoctly
witber, [hd not thick that he was
addicte] to drinking, but knew that be
vocasionally took » driok, Thoughy
deceassd was about 70 years of age, and
did not know that he had 2oy relsticus
iu the colony. As far an he koew,
deceased was not megtally affected, the
oaly secentricity he axhibited, waa =
sirong objection to anyooe living with
him. The farm was not oear the river.
Was quite positive of the identity
of deceased ; identified him by general
sppeacance of the face,

Dr Jobo Box, who mads & post mor-
tem exsmioation the previous day,
judged the decessed to be 55 years of
':r.lh- wator |2 or 14 dayn,
waa in an sdvanced state of decompos:-
tion, bot, as far aa it was possible to
judge, there wers Do signs of viclence
He thoaght from the appearance of
tbe internal organs, the deceswsed had in
his time drank a considerabls quantity
of beer. Death resulted from asphyxis,
due to drowniog. Heé might bave been
deceived in the age of decessed, ma the
body wus 30 desomposed,

Jobn George Willinmeon, porter si
Braybrook, last saw decsassd oo Sstor-
day, 21st nlt, when he got oot of the
11.10 p =. kwin from Spencer street. He
waan't quite sober, and told witness he
bad taken & fow bears. The attention
of witness waa particolarly drawn to
him becanse be couldn't produce »
ticket, and hes charged him rxeess
When he was paying be produced =
soversign, n &wo shilling piece, and 1hen
sizpeics, and withess gave him change,
Judged him to be between 80 or 7O
years of age. Did not me bim sguin
after he left the platiorm,

Jobn [als, batchar, Maribyrmong,
stated that on Bupdsy be wes rowlng
up tha river with a fricnd, when & young
roan, whe was 1iding alomg the benk,
directed his atteation to sn object In
the water, and ha found that it wag the
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;i;.-'nﬂ, l.'m.lhfnll.'n-d- that it wag the
of s man, The body waa secured
:I:IM-IIH the police. Ha Y
e nd Dighoss
mes st gbout
u:n'tlmithun The

Ho thought the body bad bess
The budy '

on searching the clothing, be found ie
tbe trosers pock-t, s soversigs, eleven
shillings snd 4jd. Tbe police bud male
spguiriea an o reletives, but could vl
treos any, Hearl that decoased hod »
brother in Hawthorn, but did wot hear
that bhe had twe nephewns o Fitgroy.
The larm of which decessed was a cure-
taker, in abogt two mile from the river
but the slpaghter yard belunging to the
same uwner is pear the river,
The following verdict was returned:—
% Found drowned, but thers ia not suffi-
cient evidence to show how deosssed
, Bot into the watar."”
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